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August 25, 2010
Dear Adjunct Professor:
I greet you at the beginning of what I hope will be a happy and productive semester here at Ramapo. Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Kathleen Shannon, and I am the recently-elected union Vice President for Adjuncts, representing you on behalf of the Ramapo Federation of State College Teachers, AFT Local 2274. Also working for you is Adjunct Representative Jim Clarke (AIS). Our contact information is as follows:


Kathleen Shannon




Jim Clarke


Vice President for Adjuncts



Adjunct Representative


kshannon@ramapo.edu



jclarke@ramapo.edu
We both hope you will feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns you might have now or over the course of the semester. You can find additional contact information for your union local at www.ramapoaft.org. The website also lists general meetings, which you are encouraged to attend, as well as contract information and current news affecting the local membership. I hope you will take the time to explore the website, as it is a valuable source of information. 
As you are probably aware, New Jersey is currently dealing with serious financial issues. Higher education is vulnerable to budget cuts, and your union is working hard to protect its full-time and part-time membership. Your full membership is important to strengthen the bargaining unit, and I urge you to consider joining the union as a full member if you have not already done so. For Adjunct faculty, full membership amounts to 1% of your per credit pay. You’re already contributing an agency fee (funds that go to support the administration, contract negotiations and non-political activities of the union) of .85%. Here’s how that translates: for an Adjunct who has taught at Ramapo for 1-15 semesters, the current per credit pay rate is $1200/credit. You automatically contribute $10.20 per credit as the agency fee. Full membership would cost $12 per credit: a difference of only $1.80 per credit. The benefits of full membership are the right to vote in ratification of state contracts, in local leadership elections, and on resolutions at meetings. Full members are also entitled to one million dollars coverage of  Occupational Liability Insurance and member discount benefits. For full information, please see the website, www.ramapoaft.org/membership. If you’re not sure of your current membership status, please contact Judith (Jude) Pernot, our extraordinary union office staffer, at (201)684-7108 or jpernot@ramapo.edu. The union office is located in the library, in room L402-B. 
I would also like to ask you to consider representing your teaching unit at meetings. We especially need people from ASB, CA, TAS and SSHS. It can be difficult to feel connected to your college as an Adjunct: many of us teach at more than one college or work full-time and teach in the evening. We don’t get the best time slots or the most desirable courses. But we do matter (What would Ramapo do without us?!) and we do have a voice in the union. Please think about becoming more involved with the union as a way to feel more like the valued Ramapo community member that you are. Please contact me, Jim Clarke, or Jude Pernot if you’re interested in participating. 
One of my main goals as your new VP is to help Ramapo’s Adjuncts feel connected to the college and to each other. I’m committed to keeping you informed of union activities and issues that affect you as part of the Ramapo community. I hope you’ll give me your input on issues that concern you and tell me how I can best serve you. Again, I do hope you’ll  take the time to explore the union website (www.ramapoaft.org) at your leisure. And I hope to see you at general membership meetings. Our first is September 8, from 3-5 in SC137-138. This will be a meet-and-greet opportunity and a “Welcome to Ramapo” occasion. Regular meetings are on Wednesdays from 11:30-1pm. See the website for locations and further information. And rest assured, if you can’t make it to the meetings we’ll still be working for you, and we’ll keep you informed of the goings-on. 
Good luck this semester, and I hope your classes are filled with delightfully intelligent and eager students. 
                                                                                                                                                                             

All the best,
Kathleen Shannon

Vice President of Adjuncts

cc:  Irene Kuchta, President
