Ramapo Federation of State College Teachers, AFT 2274

September 16, 2010

Greetings Fellow Adjuncts: 

Just a quick note to let you know what went on at the first AFT General Membership meeting on September 8th.  You may remember that it was a "wine and cheese meet-and-greet," but actual business was conducted, too!  Some of the items discussed were the lack of performance-based promotions for professional staff at Ramapo.  It's been years since such a promotion occurred. In addition, the union is working on compensation time (overtime) for professional staff, which is currently limited to a certain number of hours; college policy doesn't line up with the policy negotiated and agreed upon by the union. 

Our Local vice president, Edouard Eloi, told us about the AFT National Convention.  Of particular interest was a panel he attended about the various communication styles of Baby Boomers, Gen-X-ers, and Millennials.  Each successive generation becomes more technology-dependent and demands more succinct communication.  We need to consider this when conveying information to our general membership. 

Local president Irene Kuchta talked about the Political Toolkit proposed by NJ Governor Christie.  In short, the Toolkit is not friendly to higher education or unions.  Please take a look at the union website (http://ramapoaft.org) for up-to-date information on the NJ budget and how it affects higher education.  And if you live in NJ, please consider calling your state representatives/senators to ask them to vote against items in the Toolkit that could hurt Ramapo and its students and those that appear to be union-busting. 

Food for the meeting was provided by Sodexo--the union has renewed dealings with Sodexo, now that Lyonel Dieujuste has been rehired.  Read his story and the story of the AFT boycott of Sodexo at the AFT website. (Don't we all love a happy ending?) 

The next General Membership meeting is a special gathering with President Mercer on Tuesday the 21st at 1pm in SC136. The regular General Membership meeting will be held on September 29th at 11:30-1:00 in the Pavilion.  We hope you can attend, but we'll keep you posted if you can't. 

Please feel free to contact me about any issues that are important to you. I'm here to serve you! 

In solidarity, 
Kathleen Shannon 
VP for Adjuncts, AFT Local #2274
